“Can’t Contain Me”

Essential Question:  How can you make a container look more like a sculpture than a container?
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PREPARATION:  Draw several sketches of different ideas for how you want your container to look. Make sure you include your lid and texture ideas for your container in the sketches. Use the roll of white paper beside the ceramics table for your drawings—you can put several sketches on one sheet of paper.

STEPS:


1.) Choose your best container idea.

2.) Get a piece of cloth and place it in front of you. Use this cloth to work your clay on.  Cloth will not tear like wet paper, and it will keep your work from sticking to the table.

3.) Roll out your clay until it is between ¼ and ½ inch thick. Make sure it is evenly rolled out.

4.) Cut out the main pieces for your container from the rolled out slab.

5.) When your pieces are cut out, assemble them together by scoring and slipping them. The easiest way to do this is to dip your toothbrush in water, shake off the excess water, and scrub the surfaces you need to join with the toothbrush.  Put the two pieces together. Roll a small coil of clay and place it on the cracks where you put the two pieces of clay together and smooth it in.

6.) Continue construction until all of your main structure are finished—both container and lid.

7.) Add extra pieces as necessary to complete your vision for your project.

8.) Finally, add texture using the wooden modeling tools in the ceramics tool drawer.

After your container if fired, it will need to be glazed.  Whatever surfaces of your container come in contact with the kiln shelves MUST BE LEFT UNGLAZED.  If you intend for the container to be fired with the lid on it, the edges where the lid sits on the container must be left unglazed.

Take a picture of your container with the digital camera, fill out the project rubric, and turn it in to your teacher.  Be sure to talk about how you manipulated the form of your container to make it seem more like a sculpture.  Discuss which elements of design you used in creating the container.

MATERIALS





Pencil, paper, clay, fettling knives, ceramic pin tool, cloth, rolling pin, wood strips for consistent clay thickness, small cup for water, toothbrush, wooden tools for sculpting and adding texture.





This simple container has a notch to make sure the lid only fits on one way.





QUICK TIPS:


Bring in objects from home that you think would make a good pattern for your container.


Patterns can be drawn onto the container with a ceramic pin tool.


Placing raised clay on the container can also place patterns onto the container.


DO NOT leave the lid in the container when you are letting it dry.


Let the cut out pieces dry a little before connecting them together. The wetter the pieces are the harder it is to connect them.


THINK CREATIVELY!








QCCs:  Technology Integration 2, 3, 4     Visual Arts, Eighth Grade 2, 3, 7


